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About Ms. Kinoian
I went to college at Rutgers University (New Brunswick) where I studied Comparative Literature and Philosophy.  Not long after college, 
my passion for literature led me to pursue a master’s degree in English Education from Columbia University’s Teachers College.  I have 
experience teaching in New York City public schools as well as other Bergen Country public school districts.  The 2019-2020 school year 
is my fifth year in the Tenafly school district.  I have previously taught both 6th grade Language Arts and 6th grade Literacy.  I strongly 
believe that through an English literary education students can develop the attributes needed to be open-minded, lifelong learners who 
live meaningfully and add value to the world at large. 

While my strongest passions are in reading, writing, and discussing literary elements, my interests stem beyond the scope of a literary 
novel: I love science (in fact I even entered college thinking I should become a dentist), I love music (and am particularly enthusiastic 
about jazz), and I love fine arts and art history (and would probably choose pursue a job as an art historian or gallery curator if I was 
forced to go back in time and embark on a different career path). 

An Adventure through the Pages 
One quality about reading literature that resonates strongest for me is that literature takes you on an adventure around the world, 
across time and spaces that would otherwise be unknown.  Through literature you get to experience history, you get to meet new people, 
and you get to overcome challenges that (hopefully) help you reflect upon your own life.  Here are a few literary works that, each for their 
own reasons, have had a strong affect on me as both a reader and individual: 
∑ The Stranger by Albert Camus
∑ Art as Experience by John Dewey
∑ “Howl” by Allen Ginsberg
∑ “Blockade Diary” by Lidiya Ginzburg

∑ “The Hunger Artist” by Franz Kafka
∑ Family Ties by Clarice Lispector
∑ Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie
∑ Candide by Voltaire

Eighth Grade Is a Tremendous Year of Growth for Students: 
Students will use the art of language (through reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening) to explore their own identities.  Some 
questions they will be challenged to try to answer include: Who 
am I?  How does my past help to make me who I am today?  How 
do my experiences, family, friends, and society influence who I 
am?  What do I know?  What do I need to know more about?  What 
do I feel strongly about?  What do I want to change?  What does 
it take to overcome adversity?  How do I bring about positive 
change?  What do I believe in?  How do I live those beliefs?  

Four Essential Classroom Expectations: 
Students are responsible for their learning, growth, and grade.  
Students must come to class every day with an open mind and 
a positive attitude.  Students will demonstrate their readiness 
and willingness to learn by following the four essential 
requirements for success in class: 
∑ Be attentive and follow all instructions 
∑ Work quietly and efficiently
∑ Raise your hand and participate thoughtfully
∑ Show respect for every classmate and teacher

Grading: 
Assignments are categorized in the following ways: (1) Homework, (2) Class Participation, (3) Assessments, and (4) Essays and 
Projects.  Every assignment is worth a certain amount of points.  (For example: a homework assignment may be worth 10 points while 
an essay assignment may be worth 50 points.)  Grades are calculated based on the amount of points earned on a given assignment ÷ 
maximum number of possible points.  Each category of assignments are weighted differently though.  (For example: Class Participation 
is weighted greater than Assessments since there will be more opportunities to earn points in this category.) 

Absences and Accountability: 
Students need to be pro-active with their learning if they ever need to miss a class.  In today’s world where e-mail is readily accessible, 
all students are expected to touch base if they miss class for any reason.  Students will fall behind if they miss class and I cannot always 
track who is absent and for how many days.  E-mailing me in advance about their absence simply allows a means of communication so 
that students maintain pace with the rest of their classmates. It gives me a chance to shoot them an e-mail back with an overview of the 
day’s lesson and notes that they missed. I am more than happy to extend deadlines and coordinate alternative due-dates, if necessary,
when I see a student understands the importance of staying organized and up to date. 

Contact and Concerns:
I am available to work with students before and after school most days.  Students can drop in at any time but to assure my availability, 
students should e-mail me to schedule the earliest, mutually convenient appointment.  If you have a question or concern then I 
encourage you to first ask your child for an explanation and then encourage your child to talk with me directly.  Of course, if you have 
information about your child that you feel is important for me to hear then please e-mail me and let me know.  E-mail is the most 
convenient means of communication and I will make every effort to reply in a timely manner.  



YEAR LONG UNITS OF STUDY

Independent Reading: 
As an on-going homework assignment every night, students will be required to read their Independent Reading (IR) Book for 
approximately 20 minutes.  IRBs help students take ownership of their learning experience so please encourage your child to choose 
novels that s/he finds interesting!  It is very important for students to experience reading as a leisure activity they make time for, just 
like they make time for sports and tutoring and video games. 

Vocabulary: 
We will use the online program Membean for most of our vocabulary work.  Membean does more than drills learners on definitions.  
Membean is geared towards teaching vocabulary in context so that students learn to use words correctly in effective, complex, and 
interesting ways.  Throughout the year, students will be expected to complete Membean training sessions and quizzes. 

Editing for Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics
Technical aspects of writing are explored in the context of each writing unit as they relate to the particular genre and students’ needs.  
In addition, the online program NoRedInk.com will be used to practice new grammar exercises as well as reinforce certain skills that 
should be mastered by the 8th grade level.  

Poetry and Non-Fiction Reading: 
As a class we will regularly close-read and discuss poems and non-fiction texts.  Students will be encouraged to read and re-read a 
text, annotate their thought process, and compose written reflections and responses to text-dependent questions.  We will be analyzing 
these texts and conducting whole-class, student-led discussions.  

INDIVIDUAL UNITS OF STUDY

Memoir/Storytelling: 
The year will begin with a unit on storytelling, specifically writing as a precursor to public speaking.  The unit will cover the criteria for 
effective narrative writing (such as details, transitions, word choice) and will transition into developing the criteria for sharing the 
stories aloud without notes (by studying effective details, volume, expression, pacing, clarity, eye contact, body language, etc.)  

Literature (Class Novels)
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (Fall semester) and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (Spring semester) 

Persuasive Writing
Students choose topics they feel strongly about, research them, and write essays or letters to people who can help make a change 
happen.  Recipients in the past have ranged from family members and friends to school personnel, local governments, and businesses.  
Students are required to send the letters at the end of the unit.  (Many students also receive replies!)  

StoryCorps Interview Project
Students will interview loved ones (relatives or close family friends) who are at least one generation older than themselves. This unit 
is a study on listening, honoring, and sharing, as well as a unit on practicing what it takes to tackle challenging communication topics, to 
transcribe and accurately reiterate information that was shared, and of course, to reflect. 

I-Search Research Project
This is an extensive research project centered on a topic that a student really wants to study.  The research involves books, internet, and 
personal interviews with experts in the field of study.  The project concludes with a gallery presentation where students share their 
research and findings with classmates and the local community. 

Speech Writing and Delivery
As in the persuasive writing unit, this unit is meant to evoke change.  Students choose a topic they feel other 8th graders can relate to and 
deliver speeches trying to effect change amongst the group of people they spend so much of their time with on a daily basis. 

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP AT HOME

A few suggestions on how to help your 8th grader grow as a reader, writer, and learner…
∑ Talk to your child about what they are reading; talk to your child about what you are reading
∑ Visit a library or bookstore together, browse some shelves together, but then split ways
∑ Read the same book at the same time and talk about it, without giving away spoilers
∑ Take turns reading aloud –no one out grows the desire to hear a good story!
∑ Show an interest in your child’s writing without being critical; offer only one or two suggestions at a time, and only if asked
∑ Ask questions about a piece of writing to help them focus, organize, and expand where necessary
∑ When editing, explain why a change needs to be made so they learn not to make that mistake again
∑ Challenge your child to teach you about the topics they are being taught in school
∑ Encourage your child to go to the library immediately after school to get started on homework
∑ Periodically ask to see their binder in order to assure papers are kept organized


